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Abigail Crafts,
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire
,W�ZDV�ZKLOH�*DLO�6PLWK�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�DV�D�&XVWRPV�2IILFHU�LQ�6XWWRQ�&ROGILHOG�LQ������WKDW�VKH�GLVFRYHUHG�HPEURLGHU\��6KH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�SDUFHO�GHSRW�ZKHUH�KHU�MRE�ZDV�WR�RSHQ�ER[HV�DQG�FKHFN�WKH�FRQWHQWV�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�WKH GXW\�DQG�9$7��7KHUH�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�D�UDWKHU�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�LQWHUHVWLQJSDFNDJHV�FRPLQJ�IURP�$PHULFD��GHVWLQHG�IRU�D�ORFDO�QHHGOHFUDIW�VKRS��6R��RQH�GD\��*DLO�YLVLWHG�WKH�VKRS�DQG�EHFDPH�LQVWDQWO\�KRRNHG�RQ�DOO�WKH�ZRQGHUIXO�FRORXUV��WKUHDGV�DQG�NLWV�WKDW PHW�KHU�H\H��³,�EHJDQ�E\�PDNLQJ�XS�FURVV�VWLWFK�NLWV�´�*DLO�H[SODLQHG��³,�VWLWFKHG�ELUWK�VDPSOHUV�IRU�IULHQGV�KDYLQJ�EDELHV�EXW�WKHQ�IRXQG�RWKHUV�DVNLQJ�PH�WR�PDNH�VSHFLDO�SLHFHV�IRU�WKHP��VR�,�VWDUWHG�WR�FKDUJH�IRU�P\�ZRUN��,�IRXQG�IXOO�WLPH�ZRUN�WRR�PXFK�VR�,�OHIW�WKH�&LYLO�6HUYLFH�DQG�WRRN�D�SDUW�WLPH�FOHULFDO�MRE�VR�WKDW�,�KDG�SOHQW\�RI�WLPH�WR�FRQWLQXH�ZLWK�P\�VWLWFKLQJ��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�,�ZDV�PDGH�UHGXQGDQW�DQG�ZKHQ�,�YLVLWHG�WKH�-RE�&HQWUH�,�ZDV�DVNHG�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�MRE�ZRXOG�,�OLNH�WR�GR��,�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�UHDOO\�OLNH�WR�UXQ�P\�RZQ�EXVLQHVV��,�SURGXFHG�D�EXVLQHVV�SODQ�DQG�ZDV�JLYHQ�DQ�(QWHUSULVH�$OORZDQFH�DQG�$ELJDLO�&UDIWV�ZDV�FUHDWHG��$W�ILUVW�,�ZDV�VHOOLQJ�FURVV�VWLWFK�SLFWXUHV�PDGH�IURP�NLWV��DW�FUDIW�IDLUV�ZLWK�P\�IULHQG�$QGUHD��ZKR�PDGH�VRIW WR\V��7KHQ�D�ORFDO�FKLOGUHQ¶V�IDUP�DVNHG�PH�WR�PDNH�VRPH�KREE\�KRUVH�SHQFLOV�IRU�WKHP�WR�VHOO�LQ�WKHLU�JLIW�VKRS��7KHVH�FRPSULVHG�D�VWXIIHG�KRUVH¶V�KHDG�DWWDFKHG�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�D�SHQFLO��,�PDGH�D�ORW�RI�WKHVH�EXW��WKHUH�DJDLQ��,�ZDV�TXLWH�KDSS\�WR�PDNH�ZKDWHYHU�ZDV�SRSXODU�DW�WKH�WLPH�
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0\�QH[W�YHQWXUH�ZDV�WR�EX\�IDEULF�IURP�D�ZKROHVDOHU�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�H[WHQG�WKH�UDQJH�RI�DUWLFOHV�,�ZDV�PDNLQJ��,�YLVLWHG�SHRSOH¶V�KRXVHV�DQG�GLG�FUDIW�SDUWLHV�IRU�WKHP��,�VROG�D�JRRG�UDQJH�RI�LWHPV��VRPH�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�PDGH�E\�RWKHU�SHRSOH��LQFOXGLQJ�ZRRGHQ�WR\V��NQLWWHG�MXPSHUV�DQG�FXVKLRQV��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�,�VROG�RQ�D�VDOH�RU�UHWXUQ�EDVLV��,�DOVR�WRRN�RUGHUV�DQG�RQH�\HDU�,�KDG�����RUGHUV�WR�PDNHV�XS�LQ�WKH���ZHHNV�EHIRUH�&KULVWPDV��,�ZRXOG�VLW�XS�LQWR�WKH�HDUO\�KRXUV�RI�WKH�PRUQLQJ�WR�PDNH�VXUH�,�FRPSOHWHG�WKHP�DOO�,W�ZDV�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DSSURDFKHG�E\�D�PDLO�RUGHU�FDWDORJXH�ZKLFK�VROG�SHUVRQDOLVHG�JLIWV�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�WKDW�P\�EXVLQHVV�UHDOO\�WRRN�RII��µ/HWWHUER[¶�FRQFHQWUDWHG�RQ�VSHFLDOLVW�LWHPV�DQG�,�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�GHVLJQ�DQG PDNH�SHUVRQDOLVHG�VSRQJH�EDJV��0\�RQH�SUREOHP�ZDV�WKDW�,�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�D�VHZLQJ�PDFKLQH�FDSDEOH�RI�HPEURLGHULQJ�QDPHV��,�PDGH�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�D�VXLWDEOH�PDFKLQH�WKDW�FRVW�PH�������DQG�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ILUVW�\HDU�,�KDG�PDGH�DQG�VROG�����VSRQJH�EDJV�DQG�SDLG�IRU�P\�VHZLQJ�PDFKLQH��,�VWLOO�SURYLGH�WKH�FRPSDQ\�ZLWK�VSRQJH�EDJV��,�QRZ�KDYH���GLIIHUHQW�GHVLJQV�ZLWK�PDWFKLQJ�IODQQHOV��EXW�,�KDYH�RXWZRUNHUV�PDNLQJ�WKHP�WKHVH�GD\V�DV�,�DP�QRZ�EXV\�ZLWK�WKH�VKRS��,�SURYLGH�DERXW������D�\HDU�´:KHQ�*DLO�DQG�KHU�IDPLO\�PRYHG�WR�*ORXFHVWHUVKLUH�LQ������VKH�ORRNHG�IRU�D�VHZLQJ�JURXS�WR�MRLQ��³,�KDG�RQO\�GDEEOHG�LQ�SDWFKZRUN�IURP�PDJD]LQHV�´�*DLO�FRQWLQXHG��³0\�QH[W�GRRU�QHLJKERXU�WROG�PH�WKDW�D�ODG\�QDPHG�-HDQ�+XQW�ZDV�WHDFKLQJ�HPEURLGHU\�FODVVHV�LQ�WKH�QH[W�YLOODJH��VR�,�ZHQW�DORQJ��-HDQ�ZDV�

MXVW�JHWWLQJ�LQWR�SDWFKZRUN�DQG�ZH�YHU\�TXLFNO\�EHFDPH�JRRG�IULHQGV�



,Q������P\�WKLUG�FKLOG�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�,�GHFLGHG�WR�VWDUW�D�&LW\�	�*XLOGV�FRXUVH�LQ�HPEURLGHU\�DW�*ORVFDW�KDYLQJ�VHHQ�D�IULHQG¶V�SRUWIROLR��,�KDG�EHHQ�ORRNLQJ�WR�GR�D�GHVLJQ�EDVHG�FRXUVH�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DQG�WKLV�VHHPHG�LGHDO�DV�WKHUH�ZDV�FUqFKH�DYDLODEOH�IRU�'RPLQLF��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXUVH�-HDQ�DQG�,�ZHUH�KROGLQJ�SDWFKZRUN�DQG�HPEURLGHU\�ZRUNVKRSV�LQ�RXU�RZQ�KRPHV�DQG�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�KDOO��:KHQ�,�FRPSOHWHG�SDUW�RQH�RI�P\�FRXUVH�LQ������P\�KXVEDQG�WROG�PH�WKDW�D�VPDOO�ORFN�XS�VKRS�KDG�EHFRPH�DYDLODEOH�LQ�.LQJV�6WDQOH\��WKH�YLOODJH�ZKHUH�ZH�OLYHG��,W�ZDV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�QRW�WR�EH�PLVVHG�VR�,�RSHQHG�WKH�VKRS�LQ�2FWREHU�RI�WKDW�\HDU��,�WKLQN�KH�ZLOO�DOZD\V�UHJUHW�SRLQWLQJ�LW�RXW�WR�PH�2Q�WKH�GD\�RI�RSHQLQJ�,�KDG����EROWV�RI�IDEULFV��NLWV��SDQHOV�DQG�VRPH�WKUHDGV��,W�MXVW�VR�KDSSHQHG�WKDW�RQH�RU�WZR�QHHGOHFUDIW�VKRSV�ZHUH�FORVLQJ�GRZQ�DQG�,�ZDV�IRUWXQDWH�HQRXJK�WR�EX\�P\�WLOO��VRPH�WDEOHV��WKUHDGV�DQG�VWDQGV�IURP�WKHP�3DWFKZRUN�KDG�EHFRPH�YHU\�SRSXODU�LQ�WKH�DUHD�VR�,�TXLFNO\�LQFUHDVHG P\�IDEULF�UDQJH�DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�EHG�VLW�EHFDPH�DYDLODEOH�DW�WKH�EDFN�RI�WKH�VKRS��,�WXUQHG�LW�LQWR�D�ZRUNVKRS�DQG�-HDQ��ZKR�KDG�D�JRRG�IROORZLQJ�RI�VWXGHQWV��WDXJKW�LQ�WKHUH�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�D�ZHHN�:H�KHOG�RXU�ILUVW�H[KLELWLRQ�RI�µ+XQW�6WLWFKHUV¶�LQ������DQG�UDLVHG�DERXW�������IRU�WKH�6RXWK�:HVW�&KLOGUHQ¶V�+HDUW�&LUFOH�DQG�0XOWLSOH�6FOHURVLV�E\�PDNLQJ�DQG�UDIIOLQJ�D�TXLOW�´�$ELJDLO�&UDIWV�ZHQW�IURP�VWUHQJWK�WR�VWUHQJWK��7KH\�EURXJKW�RXW�D�ZRUNVKRS�OHDIOHW��LQYLWHG�ZHOO�NQRZQ�WHDFKHUV��RIIHUHG�D�PDLO�RUGHU�VHUYLFH�DQG�*DLO�HPEDUNHG�RQ�KHU�WHDFKHU¶V�FHUWLILFDWH��ZLWK�WKH�KRSH�RI�GRLQJ�PRUH�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�VKRS��%\������WKH\�ZHUH�EXUVWLQJ�DW��aWKH�VHDPV�DQG�*DLO�UHDOLVHG�WKDW�WR�HQFRXUDJH�TXLOWHUV�WR�YLVLW�WKH�VKRS�VKH�QHHGHG�WR�RIIHU�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�UDQJH�RI�IDEULFV��³$OO�RI�WKH�QHZ�IDEULF�WKDW�DUULYHG�ZDV�VWRUHG�XQGHU�WKH�RQH�ODUJH�FXWWLQJ�WDEOH�LQ�WKH�VKRS��:KHQ�WKH�ODGLHV�FDPH�IRU�-HDQ¶V�FODVV�WKH\�ZRXOG�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�LI�DQ\�QHZ�IDEULF�KDG�EHHQ�GHOLYHUHG�DQG�LI�LW�KDG�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�ORWV�RI�VFUDEEOLQJ�XQGHU�WKH�WDEOH�WR�µWDNH�D�SHHN¶�´�*DLO�VWDUWHG�WR�ORRN�IRU�ODUJHU�SUHPLVHV�DQG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������

VKH�PRYHG�LQWR�WKLV�VKRS�LQ�6WRQHKRXVH��,W�LV�HDV\�WR�ILQG��MXVW���PLQXWHV�DORQJ�WKH�$�����IURP�MXQFWLRQ����RI�WKH�0���LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�6WURXG��3DUNLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�VKRS�FDQ�EH�D�SUREOHP�VR�JLYH�*DLO�D�FDOO�IRU�IXUWKHU�LQVWUXFWLRQV�7KH�VKRS�LV�RQ�WZR�OHYHOV�ZLWK�D�IHZ�VWHSV�VHSDUDWLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�VKRS�IURP�WKH�ZRUNVKRS�DUHD��,W�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�VHYHUDO�VPDOO�DUHDV�HDFK�UHYHDOLQJ�IDEULFV�DQG�RWKHU�µJRRGLHV¶�WR�WHPSW��*DLO�KDV�D�JRRG�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�IDEULFV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�7KLPEOHEHUULHV��0RGD�0DUEOHV��)RVVLO�)HUQV��/XPLQHULHV�DQG�+RIIPDQ�UDQJHV�DQG�VKH�KDV�MXVW�VWDUWHG�WR�VWRFN�VLON��6KH�DGPLWV�WR�OLNLQJ�EOXH�IDEULFV�DQG�KDV�WR�UHVWUDLQ�KHUVHOI�ZKHQ�FKRRVLQJ�IRU�WKH�VKRS��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�JRRG�YDULHW\�RI�WKUHDGV�DQG�RWKHU�TXLOWLQJ�QRWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�EHDGV��EXWWRQV�DQG�ZDGGLQJ��.QRZLQJ�SHRSOH�OLNH�D�EDUJDLQ�VKH�DOZD\V�SURYLGHV�D�EDVNHW�RI�UHPQDQWV�IRU�VRUWLQJ�WKURXJK�³/DVW�\HDU�,�GHFLGHG�WR�VHOO�VHZLQJ�PDFKLQHV�LQ�WKH�VKRS�DV�,�ZDV�DOZD\V�EHLQJ�DVNHG�WR�UHFRPPHQG�RQH�´�FRQWLQXHG�*DLO��³%URWKHU�VHZLQJ�PDFKLQHV�GLG�D�ODXQFK�GD\�ZLWK�D�YHU\�SURIHVVLRQDO�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�DQG�-HDQ�ZDV�DW�KDQG�WR�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�PDNH�WKHLU�GHFLVLRQ�´�$OVR�IRU�VDOH�LQ�$ELJDLO�&UDIWV�DUH�PRXQWHG�LPDJHV��FDOHQGDUV�DQG�FDUGV�RI�KHU�KXVEDQG��$QG\¶V��SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�ORFDO�ODQGPDUNV�DQG�EXLOGLQJV�ZKLFK�KH�GHYHORSV�XVLQJ�WKH�FRPSXWHU�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WH[WXUHG�ORRN�7R�KHOS�ZLWK�WKH�VPRRWK�UXQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VKRS�*DLO�KDV�VHYHUDO�ODGLHV�KHOSLQJ�RXW�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZHHN��-HQ��$OH[�DQG�-XG\�DOO�ZRUN�SDUW�WLPH�DQG�0DGHOHLQH�LV�DYDLODEOH�WR�VWHS�LQ�ZKHQHYHU�*DLO�QHHGV�KHU��6LVWHU�1LFN\��LV�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�GHVLJQLQJ�NLWV�DQG�DOVR�ZDV�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�VKRS�EHIRUH�KHU�UHWXUQ�WR�,UHODQG��2Q�6DWXUGD\��GDXJKWHU�/LQGVH\�DQG�KHU�IULHQG�/RXLVH�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�VKRS��³,�KDYH�EHHQ�YHU\�IRUWXQDWH�WR�KDYH�VR�PXFK�VXSSRUW�IURP�HYHU\RQH��0\�KXVEDQG�KDV�DOZD\V�VXSSRUWHG�P\�EXVLQHVV�YHQWXUHV�DQG�KH�DQG�3HWHU��P\�RWKHU�VRQ��KDYH�GHVLJQHG�DQG�GHYHORSHG�WKH�ZHEVLWH�ZKLFK�LV�ORRNLQJ�JUHDW�$V�WR�WKH�IXWXUH��,�KDYH�MXVW�XQGHUWDNHQ�3DUW�2QH�RI�WKH�&LW\�	�*XLOGV�3DWFKZRUN�	�4XLOWLQJ�FRXUVH�ZLWK�'L�:HOOV´�*DLO�FRQWLQXHG��³6R�ZKHQ�,¶P�QRW�FRPSOHWLQJ�P\�FRXUVH�ZRUN�,�KRSH�WR�EH�GHVLJQLQJ�QHZ�NLWV�DQG�GHYHORSLQJ�WKH�UDQJH�RI�IDEULFV�DQG�VWRFN��,W�KDV�PDGH�VXFK�D�GLIIHUHQFH�KDYLQJ�UHJXODU�KHOS�LQ�WKH�VKRS��LW�LV�IDU�OHVV�VWUHVVIXO�WKHVH�GD\V�´,�WKLQN�0DGHOHLQH�VXPPHG�XS�WKH�IHHOLQJV�RI�WKH�VWDII�DERXW�$ELJDLO�&UDIWV�ZKHQ�VKH�VDLG��³:H�GRQ¶W�OLNH�ZRUNLQJ�KHUH��ZH�ORYH�LW�´,W�FHUWDLQO\�LV�ZRUWK�D�YLVLW�DQG�GRQ¶W�IRUJHW�WR�FKHFN�RXW�WKHLU�ZHEVLWH�IRU�IXUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��S	F


